Delivery Analysis

Looking through the Clouds of Charisma:

A Case Study of President Bill Clintons Democratic National Convention Speech


It is of vital importance that a responsible citizen be able to evaluate critically a discourse (speech) to see more than just what the speaker wants us to see.  A common mistake people make is getting caught up in the moment or the charismatic way in which a speaker is able to address or move audiences.  A critical speaker and member of an audience must be able to look through the savy sounds of a good orator and find the real issues being addressed in order to decipher what messages are being sent as well as determine the possible consequences of these suggested actions or inactions.  Furthermore, as critical audience members we must be able to articulate alternative messages and courses of actions than the ones advanced by the speaker and consider the possible consequences of those actions/inactions before deciding on the most appropriate behavior.  This assignment is designed to focus and develop both moral sensitivity by calling attention to the way in which delivery may hide or distract from varying perspectives and ideas.


This is designed as a two part assignment.  Respond to the following questions under (#’s 1-7) at home and bring your typed responses to class during the next scheduled meeting.  Part two is designed as an in-class activity and will be done at the next class meeting.       

1. After watching this speech, spend a few moments describing your initial reaction to the speech and what was said.  Be sure to describe the emotions this speech may have elicited in you.
2. Take time to think back on the years 2009-2012, perhaps do a little browsing of news stories from those days on the internet.  What do you think were some of the more important things going on during that time that people were most concerned with?

3. Identify and Discuss as many groups of people that you think Clinton was targeting with this speech.  Please be specific and justify your answers.  Don’t just say “everyone”  or “all Americans”.  Also, while “Republicans and Democrats” might be groups to identify, they too are not the only groups targeted and have many sub-groups within them as well.  

4. What were the main points that he discussed in this speech?  Do you think he left a topic out that should have been covered?

5. How would you rate his delivery?  What the strengths and weaknesses of this speech and the way in which it was delivered?  Was it organized well?  How about his energy?

6. Is Bill Clinton a credible speaker?  Make two lists, one that has things that you believe add to his credibility and another with things you thing detract from his credibility.

7. In one sentence, what letter grade would you give this speech and why?  (
