COMM P105: Team Debate Briefs Sample
[image: ]
[image: ]
[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.jpg
g
a
¥ .
[Carolina Rodrigues

PROPOSITION: Waterboarding should be outlawed in the US Government.
AFFIRMATIVE CASE:
AFF Claims: 1) Waterboarding is ineffective
2) Other interrogation methods besides waterboarding exist
3) Causes psychological damage

Source 1: Soufan, Ali. (2011). Other Interrogation Methods Provide More Reliable Information: Is
Torture Ever Justified? Retrieved November16, 2013, from Opposing Viewpoints Database:
http://ic.gaIegroup.com/ic/ovic/ViewpointsDetaiIsPage/ViewpointsDetailsWindow?failOverType:&quer
y:&prodId=OVIC&windowstate:normal&contentModules:&mode=view&disp|ayGroupName:Viewpoin
ts&Iimiter:&u=port19443&currPage=&disableHighIighting=faIse&displayGroups=&sortBy=&source=&se

arch_within_resu|ts=&p:OVIC&action=e&catId:&activityType:&scanId=&document[d=GALE%7CEJ301O
396226

Information Found:

¢ Trained to resist torture (strengthens will to resist) (Claim 1)
® There is no way of knowing whether the information the interrogated prisoner is giving
is reliable or not(Claim 1)

Source 2: Alexander, Matthew. (2011). Torture Is Not an Effective
Intelligence-Gathering Technique: The U.S. Intelligence Community. Retrieved November 16, 2013, from
Opposing Viewpoints Database: !
http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/ovic/ViewpointsDetailsPage/VIewpointsDetailsWindow?faiIOverType:&quer
y=&pr0dIdzOVIC&windowstate:normal&contentModules=&mode=view&displayGroupName:Viewpoin
ts&limiter=&u:port19443&currPage=&disabIeHighIighting:false&displayGroups:&sortBy=&source=&se
arch_within_results=&p:OVIC&action:e&catld=&activityType=&scanId=&documentld:GALE%7CEJ30lO
735223

Information Found:

e Informed Interrogation Approach (Claim 2)

° If done correctly it can become an irresistible method to outwit detainee (Claim 2)
Source 3: McCain, John (2005, November). Torture’s Terrible Toll:Newsweek. Retrieved November 16,
2013, from Sirs Database: http://sks.sirs.com/cgi-bin/hst-article-display?id=SCA1874-0-
6390&artno:0000240533&type:ART&shﬁlter:U&key:waterboarding%ZOdeath%ZOtoIl&tit!e:Torture%
275%20Terrible%20Toll&res=Y&ren=N&gov=N&Ink=N&ic=N
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Information found:
e The effects of a beating can heal quick but not those of psychological damage (Claim 3)

Proposition: Waterboarding should be outlawed by the U.S. government.
NEGATIVE CASE:

NEG Claims: 1) Interrogation tactics, such as waterboarding help keep America safe.
2) Not a true from of torture.

3) Used only under special circumstances

Source 1

Mukasey, M. B. (2012). Harsh Interrogation Methods Are a Necessary Means of Combating Terrorism. In
S. Engdahl (Ed.), Current Controversies. Espionage and Intelligence. Detroit: Greenhaven Press.

(Reprinted from The Waterboarding Trail to Bin Laden, Wall Street Journal, 2011, May 6) Retrieved from
http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/ovic/ViewpointsDetailsPage/ViewpointsDetailsWindow?query=&prodld=0VI
C&contentModules=&displayGroupName=Viewpoints&limiter=&disableHighlighting=false&displayGrou
ps=&sortBy=&search_within_results=&p=0VIC&action=2&catld=&activityType=&documentld=GALE%7C
£J3010270274&source=Bookmark&u=port19443&jsid=0a5bda39c55d5278c9067dd14ad4b646

Information found:

e More than half of the knowledge about Al Qaeda came from interrogations that included
waterboarding (supports Claim 1)

e The planners behind 9/11, including Khalid Sheikh Mohammed were coerced into giving
information about 9/11 and prospective attacks using this technique (supports claim 1)

e This method is only used selectively(out of thousands less than one hundred are interrogated

and out of those one hundred only one third are subject to harsh {enhanced}interrogation
tactics.

Source 2:
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Wynia, M. K. (2008, January 1). Laying the Groundwork for a Defense against Participation in
Torture?. The Hastings Center Report, 38, 11-13.

Information Found:

Waterboarding occurs under the watch of a doctor, a psychologist, an interrogator and a
trained strap-in/strapout team (highly monitored)(Claim 2)

Legal definition of torture in the United States has been "any act by which severe pain or
suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as
obtaining from him or a third person information or a confession(does not cause physical harm
so it can not constitute as torture)(Claim 2)

American soldiers, if captured are subject to many more sever forms of tourture that can often
cause death

Source 3:

Maier, T. W. (2003, May 13). Horror Stories. Insight In the News, Np,-18-21. Retrieved November 15,
2013, from the ProQuest-Sirs database.

Information found:

Many torture chambers throughout Iraq that inflicted brutal torture to Iragi citizens and US
prisoners from war

Torture include amputations from different body parts like limbs, eyes, tongues, ears,
noses, lips and genitalia( much more severe than waterboarding, and is inflicted on US
soldiers-Claim 2)
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Electric shock and physical beating were also induced
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