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Field Experience Reports

The purpose of the Field Experience Reports are to give you a time for you to learn what others are doing and to describe what you are learning through your own explorations and experiences outside of the classroom.  You have five different topics to choose from and you will select three (3).  Once you have done one, you cannot do the same numbered item for your next FER.   All three will be submitted as written essays, but each must be turned on different days.  Refer to your syllabus for specific due dates.  You can start working on them at any time so long as you turn them in on the due dates.  

FORMATTING RULES:  

Reports should be between approximately 2 - 3 full pages typed,12 point font, double-spaced, with 1” margins.  You must also include what number and topic title you are choosing or you will lose significant points (i.e.#1a – Cultural Interview: Immigrant).

FER #1: You must do an “Ethnic Newswatch” for your first Report.

Ethnic Newswatch: Using NewsBank (http://www.portervillecollege.edu/node/144) database or other sources, compare the coverage of one news item in three different ethnic newspapers.  For example, if there is a tsunami in Japan, get articles from newspapers from different countries all discussing that SAME tsunami for your analysis.  What, is different about the way the story is covered and/or what is given more or less importance in each article?  Based on our discussion of Intercultural Communication concepts, why do you think these differences did/did not occur?  Attach the articles to your assignment.
FER #2 & 3: You must choose 2 of the following 4 options for your final two reports. Be aware you cannot do more than one of each of the “Cultural Interviews”.

1. Cultural Interview: 

a. Immigrant Interview:  Interview someone from another culture who is currently living in the U.S. What surprises did they encounter when they came here? What differences have they noticed? Ask them about communication dimension differences? How have they adjusted?

OR
b. Expatriate Interview: Interview someone from the U.S. who has lived for at least one year in another country fairly recently. What surprises did they encounter in the new country? What communication differences did they notice? How did they adjust?

2. World Culture Clash:  Analyze one of the world’s ethnic conflicts from an intercultural communication perspective.  For example, Palestenians struggle with Israelis, Iran and US continued tensions, Iraqs Sunni vs Shiite vs Kurdish political struggles. 

3. Culture in the News: Look through magazines and newspapers to find stories which focus on a social issue in a different culture.  Read three articles on this issue and summarize this issue in a report. Attach articles to report.

4. Cultural Plunge: Visit an area that is known for a gathering place for a distinct cultural group other than your own (church, neighborhood, ceremony, etc.). How do you feel as the “foreigner”? What differences in communication do you observe?  Remember to consider and discuss your own bias (religious, cultural, etc.) and the effect that bias has on your own communication choices as well how you view those of others in this “plunge”.  Consider different ways of communicating about sensitive subjects, omissions, taboo topics, etc.  This visitation should occur during this semester.
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